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HEN the deceaſe of my much eſidlted | 


friend Mr. Rr AEP was made known 
to me by letter, which alſo informed me that 


you, 1 0 with Mrs. Rx A DER, defired me 
to come down, that I might attend the funeral, 
addreſs the congregation at the interment, and 


preach the Sermon u pon the ſorrowful occaſion; „ 


I confeſs it put me to a ſtand, and threw my 
mind into a ſtate of perplexity. The letter 
came to hand Saturday morning, June 7th, the 


155 was appointed for the next Thurſday, 


the the Sermon to be d the Lord s-day 
bloat . Myfing « on t 


« }% og © 


140 1255 or more, the time it would neceſſarily 
rm it, and the ſhortneſs of he 


1506 erfo 


take. 1505 


time 1 ould have for putting my thoughts 


together upon foi important and ſolemn an OCCa- 
fion, I felt myſelf much diſcouraged... But on 
the other ry when I confidered that this 
: 1 to be a a ſpecial call of ren and 
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1 portunity of doing good to the ſouls of men, 
-whilſt I ſhould manifeſt my great regard to the 


memory of my worthy friend and brother; theſe 


conſiderations preponderated, and caſting myſelf 
upon divine protection and. aſſiſtance, I deter- 
mined to comply with the requeſt. God was 
very gracious, in preſerving me both going and 
coming, and in carrying me through the painful 
work to which I was called. I would acknow- 
ledge his goodneſs with adoring. thankfulneſs, 
and I thank you for your kind and candid ac- 
ceptance of my ſervices. In compliance with 
your requeſt the Sermon is now publiſhed, and 
if it ſhall pleaſe God to bleſs it, for promoting 
the life of religion in you or in others, =? great 
end will be anſwered. 

In reſpect to the ae Ms it may is proper 
for me to mention, , what indeed you know al- 
ready, but. for the information of others, that 
my dear young brother, the Rev. Mr. Rook ER, 
delivered to you a ſuitable and uſeful Sermon, 
the next Sabbath after the funeral Diſcourſe, in 
which he entered more minutely | into Mr. 


READER'S religious character than I had done. 
This he was very well able. to do, becauſe he 


had been one of his pupils, had lived ſeveral 


Years 1 
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Paears in a his 0 2 TIA he had finiſhed h 
72 ſtudies was connected with him as his Aſſiſtant Y 
b ſo that he had an opportunity of being moe 
1 thoroughly acquainted with his ſpirit and temper, 
his life and converſation, than I could be. Some 
friends who heard him, having expreſſed a deſire ⁵ 
that his account might be publiſhed together 
with the Sermon, it met with my hearty con- 
currence, and Mr. Rook ER conſented to its 
going abroad, as a token of his reſpect to Mr. 


READER' Ss memory. 
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Fully aſſured that you will join with us in 
praying that a divine bleſſing may attend this 
publication, with my beſt wiſhes for your 


proſperity in wy view, 


I am 


Your faithful Friend and Servant, 
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m 1 owing b MINISTERS attended the 


FunzzAT. 


leds. "RO and 8 atlas 1 
the Corpſe; the Addreſs at the Interment 
was delivered by the former. a 


PALL-B EAR ERS. 


Jonx SALTREN, Bridport. | 
James SMALL, Axminſter. 8 
RIcHARPD TAPRELL, Beaminſter. 
JohN VAR DER, Honiton. ebe 
Is AAc TozEk, Charmouth. 


Joux GII ES, V. ellington. A 


8 | 


MOURNERS. 


WILLIAM CHAPLIN, Totneſs. 
RicHARD ALLEN, Stonehouſe. 
Joan Crook, Broadway. 
THoMas Pyke, Weytown, near Bridport. 


All of theſe had been Mr. Rzaver's pupils, 
except two or three, and at the time of his 
deceaſe three ſtudents were in his houſe, viz. 
Meſſrs. RoBzxT Crook, BAaGtnoT, and 
WHEATON. WW 


De Dignity and Felicity of the conquering Saint. 
y 995 A | 
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II is very affecting to me to conſider upon what 
occaſion I ſtand in this place. That dear man 
of God, who has for many years filled this pulpit, 
and been watching for your ſouls, to ſave them 
from ſin and hell, and to bring them to Chriſt and 
heaven, has now finiſhed his courſe, is gone to his 
long home, and entered on his everlaſting reſt. 
My buſineſs is to aſſiſt you, as God ſhall help 
me, in improving this afflictive providence; with 
a view to which, I would call your attention to 
thoſe words of our bleſſed Saviour to the church in 
Philadelphia, as recorded 


REveLATION iii. 17, 12. 


Behold I come quickly ; hold that faſt which thou haſt 
that no man take thy crown. Him that overcometh 
will 1 make a pillar in the temple of my God, and 
be Hall go no more out; and I will write upon bin 
the name of my God, and the name of the city of 

ay God, which is New Feruſalem, which cometh. 

Adoren out of heaven from my Cod; and I vill write 

upon bim my new name. | 


FROM this Epiſtle it appears, that the church 


to which it was addreſſed, was in a flourifhing con- 
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dition, as to the power of godlinefs; the true prof- 


perity of any church of Chriſt ; and in this it ſeems 
to ſtand diſtinguiſhed from the other churches in 


Aſia, the church in Smyrna alone excepted. The 


Lord, who knew their works perfectly well, finds 
much fault with the other churches, when there is 
not a word of reproof to either of theſe two. He 
commends the Philadelphian-Chriſtians for their 
faithful adherence to him in trying circumſtances, 
and aſſures them, that *©* becauſe they had kept the 
« word of his patience, he would keep them from 
te the hour of temptation that was coming upon 
* all the world to try them that dwelt upon the 
tc earth.” And then in the text he ſuggeſts ſeveral 
powerful conſiderations to quicken them to fidelity 
and conſtancy in their Chriſtian profeſſion. 

iſt. He reminds them, that he ſhould come 
quickly, 

2dly. He exhorts them to hold faſt that which 
they had, that no one (be it man or any other 
enemy) might take their crown. 

3dly. He promiſes them great glory and happi- 
nefs when their warfare ſhould be accompliſhed and 
the victory obtained. Him that overcometh will 


make a pillar in the temple of my God, and 


he ſhall go no more out; and I will write upon 
e him the name of my God, and the name of the 
*« city of my God, which is new Jeruſalem, which 
* cometh down out of heaven from my God; and 
„ will write upon him my new name.“ Here is 


doctrine, the doctrine of Chriſt's fecond coming. 
Here is exhortation 10 * to bole faſt that which 


- they 
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they had. And here i is a promiſe to encoutage and 
animate them in their duty. 

iſt. Let us attend to the doctrine in the text, 
« Behold I come quickly.” Short words, but very 
weighty, of very important meaning. They refer 
to Chriſt's ſecond coming, when he will come to 
Judge the world in righteouſneſs, and to compleat 
the bleſſedneſs of his ſaints. © To them that look 
* for him, he will appear the ſecond rime without 
* ſin unto ſalvation . We may be ſure, that 
there will be a future judgment; mens reaſon and 
conſciences bear witneſs to the truth of this, but 
God's Revelation gives us the beſt information as 
well as the fulleſt aſſurance of this intereſting ſub- 
ject. It was foretold, as early as the days of Enoch; 
ſo the Apoſtle Jude informs us, And Enoch, the 
« ſeventh from Adam, propheſied of theſe, ſaying, 
** behold the Lord cometh with myriads (i. e. ten 
t thouſands) of his ſaints, to execute judgment 
upon all, and to convince all that are ungodly 
* among them of all their ungodly deeds which 
e they have ungodly committed, and of all their 
* hard ſpeeches which ungodly ſinners, have ſpoken 
we againſt him f. Agreeable to this, Solomon ſays, 
« God will bring every work into judgment, with 
* every ſecret thing, whether it be good or whether 
re it be evil .“ And in the New Teſtament we 
read, that God hath appointed a day in the which 
* he will judge the world in, righteouſneſs by that 
% man whom he hath ordained, whereof he hath 
ie given aſſurance to all men, in that he harh raiſcd 
e him from the dead ;.“ 


# Heh is, 28. + Jude 14. 2 Necla. 14. 4% bil 37, 
B 2 And 
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And whilſt the Scriptures aſſure us, that Chriſt 
will certainly come, they likewiſe inform us, that 
his coming will be in ſurpriſing glory, and that it 
will be an event unſpeakably dreadful to his ene- 
mies, and unſpeakably Joyful to his friends. © The 
« Son of man will come in his own glory, and in 
« his Father's glory, and with all his holy angels “.“ 
Who can deſcribe or conceive the grandeur of this 
appearance? Words the moſt expreſſive cannot fully _ 
repreſent it, thoughts the maſt exalted cannot per- 
fectly comprehend it. In the language of an 
Apoſtle, it will be © the glorious appearing of the 
« great God and our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt +.” God 
himſelf will be Judge, and who is fit for this great 
undertaking, but he whoſe underſtanding is in- 
finite? It is neceſſary for him to know perfectly 
well the characters of all the men that have ever 
lived in this world; to know all their actions, yes, 
and the ſecrets of their hearts too, the moſt retired 
ſprings and motives not excepted. Now ſuch 
knowledge 1 is too wonderful for any mere creature, 
It 1s high that he cannot attain unto it. But the 
Judge is no leſs than the infinite eternal God, 
namely, God in the perſon of the Son, the glorious 
Immanuel, God with us : for he has told us, that 

* the Father judgeth no man, but hath committed 
« all judgment to the Son, that all men ſhould 
*« honour the Son, even as they honour the Father; 
* and hath given him authority to execute judg- 
** ment alſo, becauſe he is the Son of man .“ He 
who now bears the name and e the work of 


23, . . | * 
a Saviour, 
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a Saviour, will at length appear in the high cha- 
racter of the Judge of quick and dead, and ** we 
« muſt all appear before the judgment-ſeat of 
« Chriſt, that every one may receive the things 
« done in his body, according to that he hath 
« done, whether it be good or bad . This coming 
of Chriſt will be a moſt joyful event unto the ſaints, 
it will fill them with unutterable delight; whilſt 
the wicked and ungodly will be filled with inex- 
preſſible anguiſh at the ſight ; for we are told,“ the 
« Lord Jeſus will be revealed from heaven with his 
ce mighty Angels, in flaming fire, taking vengeance 
* on them that know not God, and that obey not 
** the Goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who ſhall 
* be pumiſhed with everlaſting deſtruction from 
** the preſence of the Lord and from the glory of 
* his power. When he ſhall come to be glorified 
in his ſaints, and to be admired i in all them that 
« believe +.” 

I might dwell upon this very intereſting ſubjedt; 
but have not time for it: therefore proceed to con- 
ſider, that as Chriſt will certainly come, ſo he will 
*«« come quickly.” He would have us take notice 
of this, for he has ſaid it again and again. In the 
laſt chapter of this book of Revelation he has 
mentioned it no leſs than three times: and why 
does he repeat it ſo frequently? Doubtleſs it is, 
becauſe he would have us mind it and ponder it in 
our hearts. « The day of judgment” is fixed in the 
- counſels of heaven, and we know not when i it will 
be; for wiſe ends the Lord has kept it as a ſecret 
locked up in his own breaſt, But from Scripture- 


* 2 Cor. v. 10. + 2 Theſſ. i. 7+ 8, 9, 10. 
: prophecy 


\ 
* 


, 
* l 
* io, 
/ i 
* * 


Lys RES 
prophecy we have reaſon to believe that it is 
haſtening, and not very far diſtant. However that 
be, as to individuals, Chriſt may be ſaid to come 
quickly, becauſe the day of our death will quickly 
come. Life is ſhort at moſt, and uncertain at beſt : 
it is but © as a vapour that appeareth for a little 
« time and then vaniſhes away; and it is ſo un- 
certain, that “ we cannot boaſt of to-morrow, 
for we know not what a day may bring forth *. 
In the midſt of life we are in death; and we ſee 
that death not only attacks the grey-headed and in- 
firm, puſhing them into the grave, but it frequently 
comes to the young, the healthy and ſtrong, and 
hurries them into eternity when they have little or 
no apprehenſion of their removal from this world. 
O let us indulge the thought and meditate upon it 
very ſeriouſly, that death will ſoon overtake us, 
and that the day of our death will be to us the 
coming of the Lord, and in a ſenſe the day of 
judgment, becauſe ar death the ſoul returns to God 
who gave it, and is immediately fixed in a ſtate of 
happineſs or miſery. This we are clearly taught in 
our Lord's parable of the rich man and Lazarus. 
* And it came to paſs that the beggar died and 
« was carried by angels into Abraham's boſom ; 
te the rich man alſo died and was buried, and in 
te hell he lift up his eyes being in torments, and 
„ ſeeth Abraham afar off and Lazarus in his 
* boſom f.“ The leading deſign of this parable 
was to teach us, that the ſoul of man exiſts in a 
ſtate of ſeparation. from the body, and that it im- 
mediately goes to heaven or to hell; and no one 

James iv. 14. Prov. xxvii. 1. T Luke xvi. 22, 23. 
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that reads it without prejudice, can miſs ſeeing that 
this was its defign. In this view of the matter, 
dying is a very ſerious buſineſs, foraſmuch as we 
ſhall then meet our heavenly Judge, and be fixed 
in a ſtate of . joy, or never- ending 
miſery. | 
My dear brother and your Honoured paſtor has, 

I doubt not, very often urged upon you a prepara- 
tion for death, as a moſt neceflary and important 
concern; and I would remind you, that he has 
done it with great affection and earneſtneſs, in a 
funeral ſermon which he preached and printed, on 
occaſion of the death of Mr. Samuel Knight, which 
I would recommend to your ſerious attention and | 
frequent peruſal. 


II. I proceed now to conſider the exhortation i in 
the text, hold faſt that which thou haſt, that no 
* one take thy crown.” Here we are led to note, 
1ſt, that the Lord has promiſed a crown, a crown 
of life, unto all his faithful people. We have it in 
expreſs terms; © Be thou faithful unto death, and 
« I will give thee a crown of life *.” To the ſame 
purpoſe, © He that endureth to the end ſhall be 
« ſaved +.” And © bleſſed is the man that en- 
re dureth temptation, for when he is tried he ſhall 
* receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath 
** promiſed to them that love him 1.“ Here is a 
crown, a crown of life, to diſtinguiſh it from all 
other crowns, and to expreſs its peculiar excellency. 
Earthly kings have their crowns, crowns of gold, 


beſet with abundance of precious. ſtones, but theſe _ 


Rev. ii. 10. + Matt, x. 22. + James i. 12. 
| are 
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are not crowns of life. They are far from cori- 
tributing unto the happineſs of life, ſo much as 
people generally imagine; for carthly crowns have 
their thorns, their cares, their difficulties and diſ- 
treſſes. And theſe crowns cannot preſerve life; 
no, death will get into palaces as well as into cot- 
tages, and will pull down princes from their thrones, 
as well as remove beggars from the dunghill. In- 
deed it is. ſometimes ſeen that crowns are ſo far 
from ſecuring from death, that they expoſe unto it. 
Theſe are objects of mens ambition, and many 
who have worn them, have been deprived of life 
by the hands of others who have ſought to obtain 
them. But here is a crown of life, a life without 

any death, a life of compleat bliſs, and which will 
never end. After millions of millions of ages are 
paſt, it will be as far from ending as it was at the 
beginning. © The gift of God is eternal life through 
« Jeſus Chriſt our Lord *.” 
This crown is ſtiled in another place, © a crown 
* of righteouſneſs,” in thoſe remarkable words of 
the Apoſtle Paul, © I have fought a good fight, I 
© have finiſhed my courſe, I have kept the faith; 
«* henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of 
we ** rightcouſneſs, which the Lord the righteous Judge 
<«« ſhall give me at that day, and not to me only, 
but unto all them alſo that love his appearing F. 
It may be called a crown of righteouſneſs, to ſig- 
nify that it is beſtowed upon none but righteous 
perſons ; that it is given to them upon the account 
of the righteouſneſs of Chriſt imputed to them and 
received by faith; and alſo becauſe it conſiſts in 


* Rom. vi. 23. + 2 Tim. iv. 7, 8. 
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29 
their being made perfectly righteous; compleatly 
conformed to God's holy and bleſſed will: fo that 
as the Pſalmiſt expreſfes it, ( they behold God's 
« face in righteouſneſs, and are ſatisfied with his 
„ likeneſs *.” In the preſent world our righteouſ- 
| neſs is very imperfect, our graces are imperfect, 
our duties are imperfect, and though with the mind 
we ſerve the law of God, yet with the fleſh the law 
of ſin. Looking into the glaſs of God's holy and 
perfect law, we perceive great defects in ourſelves. 
But in heaven there will be none of that darkneſs; 
imperfection and depravity which now attend us 
there * the ſpirits of juſt men are made perfect,“ 

perfect in holineſs as well as happineſs. 

Moreover, this crown is © a crown of glory.” 
ws it is called by the' Apoſtle Peter, * when the 

«chief Shepherd ſhall appear, ye ſhall receive a 
crown of glory that fadeth not away f.“ All 
the glory of this world finks into nothing, when 
compared with this glory; it is glory without any 
mixture, without any alloy, for “ the city hath no 
te need of the ſun, nor of the moon to ſhine in it, 
*« for the glory of God doth lighten it, and the 
* Lamb is the light thereof . As the ſun illu- 
minates and enlivens our world, ſo the glory of 
God and of the Lamb illuminates and enlivens the 
bleſſed inhabitants of the heavenly world. 

Well, my brethren, this is the prize ſet before 
us, the prize of the high calling of God in Chriſt 
Jeſus ; it is nothing leſs than a ſtate of perfect and 
everlaſting holineſs and happineſs in the enjoyment 
of God and the Lamb. 

* Pf, xvii. 15. +1 Pet. v. 4 f Rev. XIi. 23. | 
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ad. The exhortation in the text, * to hold faſt 
te that which we have, that no one take our crown,“ 
ſigni fies that there are enemies to oppoſe us, and 
which would hinder us from obtaining this crown. 
You know what theſe enemies are, the world, the 
fleſh, and the devil. They are fighting againſt our 
ſouls, and would prevent our purſuing that eternal 
life which the Goſpel propoſes. But ſhall we 
hearken to them ? Shall we liſten to the counſel of 
Satan, in oppoſition to the counſel of God in his 
word? Shall we for worldly gain or pleaſure loſe 
our precious ſouls ? Shall we gratify the ſinful luſts 


of the fleſh, when they are warring againſt our 


ſouls, and we are told that © if we live after the 
ce fleſh we ſhall dic *?” If we mean to obtain this 
crown of life, we muſt fight our way to it, ſtriving 
to overcome the world, the fleſh, and the devil. 
Yet this warfare muſt be carried on, not in our 
own ſtrength, but in the ſtrength of the Lord. 
By faith we muſt look to Jeſus, and by prayer call 
upon him for help and victory ; and in this way, 
re be ſtrong in the Lord and in the power of his 
© might f.“ He is Jehovah, his people's ſtrength 
as well as righteouſneſs, His mighty arm is en- 
gaged for them who are ſighting his battles, and 
they ſhall be conquerors and more than conquerors 
through him that hath loved them. 

Conſider there is no diſcharge in this war, but 


it is neceſſary that we fight on until we die. At 
death we mall have a Ami and not before; 3 


« the laſt enemy that ſhall be deſtroyed is death.“ 


It is the perſevering Chriſtian that ſhall be crowned. 


„Rom. viii. 13, + Eph: vi. 10. 


Not 


FP" 1 
Not he that fights a little while, and then lays down 
his arms, turns his back upon Chriſt, and ſides 
with his enemies: no, no, “he that endureth to 
e the end ſhall be ſaved.” | 8 

zd. Though the Lord hath promiſed perſevering 
grace to his people, that ſhould not make us care- 
leſs of duty, but ſhould encourage us in the practice 
thereof. 

I conſider the doctrine of the ſaints perſeverance 
as a precious Scripture-doctrine, admirably adapted 
for the encouragement of the dear people of God, 
who are ſenſible of their own weakneſs, and of the 
power of their ſpiritual enemies, and who are 
wreſtling to overcome. It is a great comfort to 
believing ſouls to read ſuch a paſſage in the Book 
of God, I will make an everlaſting covenant with 
ce them, that I will not turn away from them to do 
them good; but I will put my fear in their hearts, 
e that they ſhall not depart from me *.” Or ſuch 
a paſſage, * He giveth power to the faint, and to 
* them that have no might he increaſeth ſtrength. 
« Even the youths ſhall faint and be weary, and 
* the young men ſhall utterly fall. But they that 
* wait upon the Lord ſhall renew their ſtrength ; 
e they ſhall mount up with wings as eagles, they 
« ſhall run and not be weary, and they ſhall walk 
« and not faint +.” Or what the Lord hath ſpoken, 
My ſheep hear my voice, and I know them, and 
« they follow me, and I give unto them eternal 
« life, and they ſhall never periſh, neither ſhall any 
* pluck them out of my hand. My Father, which 
« gave them me, is greater than all; and none is 


* Jer. xxxii. 40. 1 Laa. xl. 29, 30, 31. 
* „ « able 


It 2 Cor. vi. 1. 
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re able to pluck = out of my Father's hand. 1 
« and my Father are one *.” To all which Iwill 
only add that of the Apoſtle Peter, who are kept 
te by the power of God through faith unto ſalva- 
te tion . Such promiſes are ſweet to true be- 
lievers, ſupport their faith and hope in a covenant 
God, and from thence they derive freſh life, and 
ſtrength, and vigour to fight their way to glory. 
But will any ſay, that ſince the Lord has under- 
taken for the preſervation of his people, therefore 
there is no need for them to trouble; themſelves 
about the matter, byt they may live careleſsly and 


| looſely in the gratification of their ſinful inclina- 
tions? This I affirm would be a dreadful abuſe of 


this doctrine, and acting in direct oppoſition to the 


divine word. Does that word teach us, that we 


are to take no thought and care about our ſouls, 
but muſt leave all with God, and may follow the 
corrupt devices and deſires of our own hearts? No 
ſuch thing; but on the contrary it inſtructs us, 
to keep our hearts with all diligence, becauſe out 


of them are the iſſues of life 1. To work out 


© our own ſalvation with fear and trembling, for it 
is God which worketh in us both to will and to 
edo of his own good pleaſure d. *© To watch 


« and pray that we enter not into temptation ||.” 


Jo put on the whole armour of God **.” And 
from the encouragement of God's promiſes, “ to 
* cleanſe ourſelves from all filthineſs of fleſh and 


* e Pertectin holineſs | in the fear of God Fr.“ 


. John. 27, 28, 29, 30. +1 Pet. i 8 Prov. i iv. 23. 
$ Phil. ü. 12, 13. Matt. xxvi. 14. Eph. vi. 11, 


Men 


* 
124 » « 2 
* 


"TH. 


Men of corrupt minds may abuſe any doctrine, but 2 


their abuſe is no argument againſt the goodneſs of 
the doctrine. The ſpider will ſuck poiſon out of 
the ſame flower, from which the bee will extract 
honey; and ſome men will wreſt thoſe Scriptures 
unto their own deſtruction, from whence others 
are drawing ſalvation and conſolation. I will venture 
to ſay, that if any imbolden themſelves, in a neglect 
of God and religion, and in a courſe of ſin, from 
the doctrine of the ſaints perſeverance, it looks as 
if they had no part or lot in the matter. This 
doctrine is of excellent uſe, to animate the ſaints . 
in their walking with God, under all their fears, 
their difficulties, their trials, and temptations ; but 
if any take encouragement. from this doctrine to 
live in oppoſition to God, there is reaſon to fear 
the root of the matter is not in them, but they are 
ſtill in the gall of bitterneſs and bond of iniquity. 
Profeſſors, we know, have fallen away, and may 
fall away, but poſſeſſors of the grace of God nevet 
ſhall, becauſe they are kept by the power of God 
through faith unto ſalvation. And what is the uſe 
we ſhould. make of the apoſtacy of others ? It ſhould 
make us jealous over ourſelves, watchful, and dili- 
gent in prayer and other means of grace for our 
preſervation. | 
This leads me to confleler, 4th, the means pre- 
ſcribed in the text for our preſervation, ** hold faſt 
te that which thou haſt.” Here it is neceſſary to 
| Inquire, what were they to hold faſt, and what are 
we to hold faſt ? | 
I anſwer, (1ſt.) We are to hold faſt the doctrine 
of the Goſpel, the truth * God: So we are 
4 Wo | directed, . 


_ 
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directed, © to buy the truth and not to ſell it “.“ 
% To contend earneſtly for the faith which was once 
« delivered unto the ſaints f.” '© To continue in 
ce the faith grounded and ſettled, and not be moved 
« away from the hope of the Goſpel . There is 
a great abounding of infidelity and of hereſy i in our 
day, many deceivers are entered into the world,” 
as the Apoſtle John expreſſes it, therefore the ex- 
hortation is very ſeaſonable for us, to hold faſt the 
truth of God. Some, my brethren, would perſuade 
you to throw away your Bibles altogether, and 
others to part with ſome of their moſt precious 
contents ; but do not hearken to theſe men. The 
Bible is the bleſſed word of God, able to make you 
wiſe unto ſalvation, therefore hold it faſt and the 
precious doctrines contained therein. Conſider it 
as © more precious than gold, yea than much fine 
« gold, and ſweeter than honey or the honeycomb.” 

(2d.) Hold faſt your integrity and fidelity. Theſe 
Philadelphians had met with ſome ſharp trials from 
the perſecution of their enemies, but they had ſtood 
their ground, and maintained their integrity and 
fidelity to their Lord. He commends them, “ that 
« they had kept his word, and not denied his 
* name;*” and exhorts them, © to hold faſt that 
e which they had.” We muſt take heed of de- 
clining in religion, of loſing our firſt faith and our 
firſt love. This is the unhappineſs of too many 
profeſſors. They ſeem at their firſt ſetting out to 
be warm and zealous for Chriſt and religion, but in 
ſome time they loſe their zeal, and are drawn aſide 
by the ſnares and allurements of the preſent world ; 


n 


Prov. xxiii. a3. f Jude 3. f Col. i. 23. 
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or if they meet with the croſs, and are called to 
ſuffer any thing for Chriſt, then they are offended, 
and turn their backs upon him. Many have I ſeen 
in the courſe of my pilgrimage, who did run well 
ſeemingly for a time, but were hindered, were. 
offended, went their way and walked no more with. 
Chriſt, Our Lord has given us a ſtriking de- 
ſcription of ſuch perſons, by the ſtony- ground and 
thorny-ground hearers ; he that received the ſeed 
e into ſtony places, the ſame is he that heareth the 
* word, and anon with joy receiveth it; yet hath 
© he not root in himſelf, but endureth for a while; 
« for when tribulation or perſecution ariſeth be- 
« cauſe of the word, by and by he is offended. 
He alſo that received ſeed among the thorns, is 
cc he that heareth the word, and the cares of this 
« world and the deceitſulneſs of riches choke the 
„ word, and he becometh unfruitful .“ O my 
friends, we ſhould look much after ſincexity of 
heart in religion, that we may neither mock God 
nor deceive ourſelves,; and ſhould be very ſolicitous 
to hold faſt our profeſſion, and adhere faithfully to 
| Jeſus Chriſt, . whateyer temptations we meet with 
to turn us aſide from him. 

Moreover, I hope we ſhall never forget, that 
integrity and fidelity ſhould appear in our dealings 
with men, as well as in our tranſactions with God. 
It is required of us, by the ſame authority, “to do 


* juſtly, and to love mercy, as to walk humblyxyß 


with our God f.“ * And the grace of God that 
e bringeth ſalvation, teacheth us, that denying un- 
«« godlineſs and worldly luſts, we ſhould live ſoberly, 
© * Matt, xili, 20, 21, 22. + Mich. vi. 8. 
„ righteoufly, 


FE 


| Ew) 
te righteouſly, and godly in this preſent world “.“ 
If our hearts are right with God, we ſhall certainly 
make conſcience of our duty to men; and the 
honour of our profeſſion, in the view of the world, 
depends very much upon this, that we act up to 
the rules of the Goſpel, in a ſtrict regard to ſo- 
briety, honeſty, juſtice, and truth; and together 
with this, in manifeſting a diſpoſition to abound in 
good works, as we have ability and opportunity for 
them. That is a good prayer of David, “let in- 
« tegrity and uprightneſs preſerve me, for I wait 
« on thee T.“ In connection with this I add, 
(3.) Hold faſt your good converſation. Have 
you run well for a time, endeavouring to have a 
converſation becoming the Goſpel of Chriſt, take 
care to perſevere in a life of holy obedience. We 
ſhould try to walk ſo, circumſpectly, that there may 
be no ſtains or blots in our lives, diſhonourable to 
Chriſt and religion ; and that the beauties of holi- 
neſs may ſhine forth in them. 
S Hear the Apoſtle John, © look to yourſelves that 
* we loſe not the things which we have wrought, 
« but that we receive a full reward. Whoſoever * 
te tranſgreſſeth and abideth not in the doctrine of 
„ Chriſt hath not God T.“ If perſons begin and 
continue in a religious courſe for ſome time, and 
afterwards fall away, they may be ſaid to loſe the- 
things which they have wrought. All their praying 
and reading and hearing comes to nothing: or ſup- 
poſing there be ſome little advantage attending it 
in the preſent life, yet they fall ſhort of the full 
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reward, that great reward of eternal life, which 
the-Lord hath promiſed'to his faithful ſervants.” 
"'{4:) Hold faſt the means of grace. Do not think 
lightly of them, but highly prize and diligentiy | 
improve them. Too many negle&t and deſpiſe 
them, ſaying, as the children of Iſrael did of the 
manna, our ſoul loatheth this light bread. But 
godly ſouls are of a different mind; with David, 
te they love the habitation of God's houſe, the 
by place where his honour dwelleth: and to them a 
* day in God's courts is better than a thouſand, 
* and they had rather be door-keepers in the houſe 
f their God than dwell in the tents of wicked- 
« neſs *. If you wiſh: to fight the good fight of 
faith and to lay hold on eternal life, be much with 
God, waiting upon him both in the public ordi- 
nances and private duties of religion, that you may 
renew your ſpiritual ſtrength continually, may run 
without Canes ny walk without ee 


I now come to the Uid. general head, to con- 
ſider the gracious promiſe in the text; © Him that 
* gvercometh, will I make a pillar in the temple 
* of my God, and he ſhall go no more out; and I 
* will write upon him the name of my God, and 
e the name of the city of my God, which is new 
« Jeruſalem, which cometh down out of heaven 
from my God; and I will write upon him my 
new name.“ | 

This promiſe is expreſſed in x highly figurative 
language, yet doubtleſs has very important meaning, 
as we ſhall ſee if we can but enter into it. Some 


e Ff xavi. dia. 10. | 
3 D have 
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have thought, here is à reference unto the two 
pillars in the porch of Solomon's temple, one of 
which was called Jachin, the other Booz. © Tachin 
ſignifies, be will eftabliſh ; Booæ ſignifies in frrength ; 
both together might be deſigned to teach us, that. 


the church of God is eſtabliſhed by his ſtrength. 


And ſuppoſing the text to have an alluſion to theſe, 
pillars, then the import is, that victorious ſaints 
are eſtabliſhed in heaven by the ſtrength of God. 

Others have thought, that here is an alluſion to 


a cuſtom which has prevailed in different countries, 


of erecting pillars to the honour of great conque- 
rors, and to. preſerve the memory of their great 
exploits. Such a cuſtom obtained among the Gre- 


clans and among the Romans. On ſome of theſe, 


it is highly probable, to ſay the leaſt, the name of 
the tutelar God was inſcribed, under whoſe favour 


it was thought the victory was obtained. As alſo 


the name of the city to which the conqueror be- 
longed ; and the conqueror's own name, by whoſe 
ſkill and valour and good conduct the victory was 
obtained. If there be an alluſion to this, every 
conquering faint is ſet up as a pillar in the temple 
of God, and upon this pillar is inſcribed the name of 
God, by whoſe favour he has obtained his conqueſt 
and all his felicity; the name of the city of God, 
to which he belongs; and the name of Jeſus Chriſt, 


the great Captain of his ſalvation, undes whoſe 


conduct he has gained the victory. But whether 
there be any alluſion, either to the one or the other 
of theſe, it is certain the promiſe contains ſome- 


See Doddridge's Note. in loc, 
3 5 thing 


Tw 1 


thing N great and good. Let us 5 artend to, {the 
particularss. 
iſt. Him that bote wilt I wits villar 
* in the temple of my God, and he' ſhall go no 
te more out.” That is, he ſhall have a fixed /habiz 
tation in God's heavenly temple, and there he ſhall 
abide for ever without any interruption. It is a 
great privilege to have a name and a place in God's 
houſe here below, but a much greater to be pillars 
in his temple above. Sometimes the ſaints are de- 
prived of the opportunity of waiting upon God at 
his houſe ; they are confined by fickneſs, or pre- 
vented from attending by ſome other cauſe; and 
there have been days, when their outward liberty 
has been taken away, and the doors of the ſanctuary 
have been ſhut againſt them. At beſt they have no 
conſtant reſidence in God's houſe, but go and come, 
rejoice in their Sabbath-ſeaſons, and at times are 
ſo refreſhed in them and delighted with them, that 
they are ready to wiſh that every day was a Sabbath, 
But ſo it is ordered, that they have other buſineſs to 
mind, and the greateſt part of their time is neceſſarily 
taken up about their worldly concerns. In heaven 
we ſhall be ſettled and go no more out; we ſhall 
have nothing to interrupt our communion with 
God, but be always in his bliſsful preſence, and 
feel the higheſt ſatisfaction there. 
2d. I will write upon him the name of my 
* God. Lou will obſerve that our Lord ſpeaks 
ſeveral times in this text, of God the Father as his 
God; the reaſon of which was, becauſe as man and 
mediator, He was his God in covenant, and Chriſt 


rid His Father's: ſervant, although in his divine 
WP. | „ nature 
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nature he was the Son of God, his own Son, his 
only begotten Son, the Son of his love, of the eme 
nature and glory with the Father, ' 

But the queſtion before us is, what is meant by 
the name of God being written upon this pillar, 
this victorious ſaint ? I apprehend ſeveral particulars 
may be compriſed in this. For inſtance, it may 
ſignify that he is better acquainted with God's name 
than ever, has more enlarged and delightful views 
of his infinite excellencies, together with the fulleſt 
enjoyment of him. That is a wonderful paſſage, 
ſetting. forth the compleat happineſs of the ſaints 


in heaven, he that overcometh ſhall inherit all 
te things, and I will be his God and he ſhall be my 


« ſon *.” In this militant ſtate holy ſouls have ſome 


knowledge of God, ſuch knowledge as raiſes their 
eſteem of him, and leads them to chooſe him for 
their God and portion; but their preſent know- 
ledge is attended with much remaining darkneſs ; 
in heaven all this darkneſs will be done away, and 


they will behold him face to face. Here they have 


an intereſt in him as their Covenant-God, and are 
his ſons and daughters : but it doth nor yet appear 
what they ſhall be, nor what they . ſhall enjoy. 
Here they have ſome communian with him; yet it 
1s but a partial enjoyment : in heaven they will 
have a full enjoyment, I mean a filling enjoyment; 
he will fill all their deſires, yea do exceeding abun- 
dantly for them above and that On can aſk or 
think. Again, 


The name of God helen written upon the con- 


quering ſaint, may farther ſi gnify that he feels 


his —_— to the love of God the Father for 


all 
- Rev, ay "_ 


EL; 
all the happineſs he poſſeſſes. He ſtands as a mo- 
nument of God's mercy, admires the grace that 
has brought him to this felicity, and with all his 
power he celebrates its praiſes. 

This expreſſion may farther ſignify the 1 
love he has unto the bleſſed God. As he knows 
him better and enjoys him better than before, ſo he 
loves him better. He had a love to him here upon 
earth, as the God of his ſalvation, and as his chief 
good; but now his love is perfected, and his whole 
ſoul is ſwallowed up in God. 

3d. The Lord Jeſus in the text goes on to * 
„J will write upon him the name of the city of 
** my God, which is new Jeruſalem, which cometh 
te down out of heaven from my God.“ I take the 
meaning of this to be, that He, the Judge of all, 
will acknowledge every one of his faithful ſervants 
to be a citizen of heaven, and admit him to all the 
privileges and immunities 6f that happy place. 
When he comes to his people at death, he imme- 
diately receives their immortal ſpirits to manſions 
of glory; then they enter into the joy of their 
Lord. And when he comes to the final judgment, 
he will raiſe all the dead bodies of his ſaints to a 
life of immortal glory, and will change thoſe that 
are found alive into the ſame happy ſtate, in a mo- 
ment, in the twinkling of an eye: and when all 
their happy ſpirits are reunited with their glorified 
bodies, and the whole number of his redeemed 
people are collected into one grand aſſembly, a 
number which no man can number, and are placed 
at his right hand, he will then pronounce that 
tranſporting ſentence upon them, ©. Come, ye 
12 - « bleſſed 
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« bleſſed of my Father, inherit the kingdom pre- 
* pared for you from the foundation of the world *. 
Thus God, their Redeemer and their Judge, will 
put them into the full poſſeſſion of that eternal life, 
which he purchafed for them in his incarnate ſtate, | 
and which he promiſed to beſtow upon them. 

What fublime and important difcoveries are 
theſe! How ſhould we dwell upon them in our 
meditations ! and with what earneſtneſs ſhould we 
labour to ſecure an intereſt in the blefſed Redeemer, 
that we may ſhare in the joys and — of this 
great day 

It ſhould not be forgotten, that believers in Jeſus 
have an intereſt in this glorious city, whilſt ſo- 
journers upon earth; for the Apoſtle Paul, when 


ſpeaking of their preſent privileges, ſays, “ ye are 


© come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the 
« living God, the heavenly Jeruſalem f.“ From 
their connection with the Saviour, and intereſt in 
his all-perfect righteouſneſs, they have a right and 
title given them to the heavenly inheritance: but 
it is one thing to have a right to heaven, and another 
to be in it; one thing to have the hope, another 
to have the poſſeſſion. Here the children of God 
have many times their doubts and fears about getting 
to heaven. When they can read their title clear, 
this makes them happy, and nothing upon earth 
can make them ſo happy; but at times there is a 
cloud upon their evidences, and they have their 
fears of falling ſhort at laſt. But when pillars in 
the temple of God, their doubts and fears are gone 
for ever, and poſſeſſed of er they find ĩts mar 


* Matt, xxv. 34. + Heb, xii. 22. 


pineſs 
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plneſs much beyond their expectation, ve one 
half was not told then. 

4th. The Lord cloſes the: -promiſe, by kite, 
« I-will write upon him my new name.“ By'this 
new name, I think, is meant, that honourable name 
he has acquired by his glorigus atchievements in 
the work of our redemption. / Becauſe in that werk 
et he humbled himſelf, and became: obedient unt 
death, even the death of the craſs ; therefore God 
*< hath. highly exalted him, and given him a name 
« above every name *. Nou this new name being 
inſcribed upon the victorious ſaint, may ſignity, 
that it will be his happineſs to fee Jeſus in the glories 
of his exalted ſtate. This the Lord prayed for in 
behalf of his pcople, Father I will that they alſo 
* whom thou haſt given me, may be with me where 
K am, that they may behold my glory which thou 
ce haſt given me :“ and this prayer is accom» 
pliſhed in the experience of his triumphant ſaints. 
They behold the Lamb of God upon his throne, 
and the ſight fills them with wonder and joy. They 
remember, how he once humbled, emptied and 
abaſed himſelf for them, and with joy unſpeakable 
they behold him, as having finiſhed the work of 
their redemption; and as being glorified with that 
glory which he had with the Father before the 
world began. They feel their obligations to him 
for his redeeming» love, and with one heart and 
voice ſing that delightful fong, © unto him that 
* loved. us; and waſhed us from our ſins in his own 
blood, and hath. made us kings and prieſts unto 


2 Phil, ii, 8,9 + John xvii, 24. l 
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God and his Father; to him be glory and a 
« nion for ever and ever, Amen“ :“ 

As an improvement of this ſubject, - 

xſt. What has been ſaid ſhould put us upon 
earneſtly ſeeking after an intereſt in Chriſt, if we 
are in doubt or fear about our intereſt in him. It 
is a matter of infinite importance, to have the 
Judge to be our Saviour and our friend. He is 
now propoſed to us in the Goſpel, as a Saviour, a 
free Saviour, a mighty Saviour, a gracious Saviour, 


and in all reſpects a ſuitable Saviour, to ſave us 


from our ſins, and all the direful effects of them. 
He kindly invites ſinners to come to him. Perhaps 


you have often read or heard thoſe gracious words, 


* come unto me all ye that labour and are heavy- 
« laden, and I will give you reſt f.“ But have 
you come to him? Have you accepted hitn as yout 
Saviour, to ſave you from fin and from the wrath 


of God, and are you willing to ſerve and follow 


him? You have had many calls, from that deat 
Miniſter, who is now ſilent in the grave, to come 


to Chriſt; but ſome of you, I fear, have turned a 


deaf ear to the voice of mercy hitherto, you would 
not come to Chriſt, that you might have life. And 
what will you continue in the ſame mind ſtill ? 
Will you ſtill refuſe the offers of grace, and go in 
the way to deſtruction ? I give you another call 


to-day ; may the Lord ſpeak to your hearts, and 


make you willing to come to him ! Behold, he 

ſtandeth at the door and knocks for admiſſion, and 

will you ſtill ſhut the door againſt him? Do but 

let him into your hearts, and he will bleſs you and 
Rev. i. 5, 6G + Matt, xi, 28, 

| make 


ES 
make you happy for ever. O that ſome ſoul or, 
ſouls may be won to Chriſt, that this my be the. 
day of your eſpouſals with him! 
2d. Are believers exhorted to hold faſt char 
which they have, that no one may take their crown ? 
this ſhould make us earneſt in prayer for the grace 
of God to keep us, as well as diligent in the uſe of 
all proper means for our own preſervation. If we 
know ourſelves and what enemies we have to en- 
counter, we muſt be ſenſible, that we need the aid 
of divine grace to make us victorious ; and that is 
a precious word of encouragement, my grace is 
« ſufficient for thee, for my ſtrength is made per- 
« fect in weakneſs *.” With this encouragement, 
we ſhould pray and plead that the Lord may be 
with us, to enable us to overcome all oppoſition, 
and to make us faithful unto death. And whilſt 
we thus pray, we ſhould uſe our beſt endeavours 
to overcome the world, the fleſh, and the devil, to 
glorify God, and to be prepared for death and an 
happy eternity. 
3d. Serious Chriſtians have no need to be ter- 

riſied with the thoughts of Chriſt's coming, but 
ſhould rejoice in the proſpect. Have you received 
-Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, and are you walking in him, 
living upon him for all needed ſupplies of grace and 
comfort, and ſeriouſly aiming to be like him, and 
to advance his glory in the world; you have no 
reaſon to meditate terror on account of his coming, 
For it will be a moſt happy event for you : he will 
come as the bleſſed bridegroom of your ſouls to 
| compleat your bliſs. God's children ſhould try to 


. 2 Cor. xi. 9. 
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comfort themſelves and one another with theſe 
words. We have great reaſon indeed to be humble 
on account of our many imperfections; but whilſt 
we lament them and are trying to get rid of them, 
they ſhould not hinder our comfort and joy in the 
Lord. We ſhould look to Jeſus as our merciful 
Saviour, who has done great things for us, and has 
ſtill the kindeſt intentions towards us: and ſhould 
look to the promiſes, and draw water out of thoſe 
wells of ſalvation. In a word, we ſhould: ſeek to 
enjoy the conſolations of the Goſpel, in the exerciſe 
of faith and in a life of nearneſs to God ; becauſe 
this will be like oil to the wheels, to cauſe us to 
run ſwiftly and pleaſantly in the way to heaven. 


! ; 
F 


It will be expected, that I ſhould ſay ſomething 
of the character of our dear deceaſed friend, which 


that grace the Lord had beſtowed upon him. I 
know, and you know it too, that he had adopted 
the ſentiment and language of the Apoſtle Paul, 
when he ſaid, © by the grace of God I am what I 
c am.” He was always free to own himſelf an 
unworthy ſinful creature before God, and a debtor 
to his free and ſovereign grace, for all the bleſſings 
he enjoyed in this world and hoped for in another. 
The Rev. Thomas Reader was born at Bedworth, 
near Coventry, Warwickſhire, of religious parents, 
who early devoted him unto the ſervice of the ſanc- 
tuary. The Diſſenting Miniſter of that place, the 
Rev. John Kirkpatrick, kept a private academy for 
the education of young men for the Chriſtian mi- 
niſtry ; to his care Mr. Reader was intruſted when 


9 E 1 very 


I ſhall willingly do; unto the praiſe of the glory of 


C: 2) I 

very young, and under his tuition, he went vole 
a courſe of claſſical and academical learning. He 
ſoon gave ſuch evidences of his abilities for learn- 
ing, of his delight in it, and of a work of grace 
upon his ſoul, as were very pleaſing to his pious 
Parents, and very encournging to their future hopes 
concerning him. 

My good and honoured father, nevdies heard of 
this academy, thought fit to place me there, after 
I had made ſome progreſs in claſſical learning. 
There. my acquaintance with Mr. Reader began,, 
which ſoon ripened into a moſt cordial friendſhip. 
between us, which continued uninterruptedly untox . 
the day of his death, and will I truſt be perfected. 
in the heavenly world. We entered upon acade- 
mical ſtudies at the ſame time, and proſecuted 
them together until we had finiſhed our courſe. 

After he left the academy, he went to Wareham, 
Dorſetſhire, and ſpent a few months with his elder 
brother, the Rev. Simon Reader, who had been 
ſome years in the miniſtry, and was a very pious 
man and good ſcholar. Whilſt he was with, his 
brother, the diſſenting congregation at Weymouth, 
in the ſame county, invited him to preach among 
them, over whom he was ordained Paſtor, and con- 
tinued in that relation ſeveral years, with reputa+ 
tion, From thence he removed to Newbury, Berks, / 
where he was much eſteemed and honoured, ang 
remained Paſtor of a church there a conſiderable 
number of years, Afterwards he was. invited, tg 
this place, to take the overſight of this church in 
the Lord, which invitation he complied, with, and 
for ſome what more than two and twenty years he 


Ez | has 


has been preaching to you the word of God, and 
performing all the other offices of an evangeticat _ 
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Paſtor. He was not an idle ſhepherd, but very' 
laborious, was willing to ſpend himſelf and to be 
ſpent in the ſervice of Chriſt and of your ſouls. 
The exalted Head of the Church had bleſſed him 
with a good ſhare of miniſterial gifts, and he did- 
not hide them in a napkin, bur traded with them 


for God. He ſtudied to do good, and took great 


delight in doing good, both to the bodies and fouls 
of men. In his deportment he was an example to 
the flock in all holy converfation and godlineſs. 

J am confident that I may with great propriety 
adopt the werds of the Apoſtle, you are witneſfes 
« and God alfo, how holily and juſtly and un- 
ce blameably he behaved himſelf among you.“ He 
was the Chriſtian-miniſter out of the pulpit as well 
as in it, and in his common converſation there was 
a rich vein of piety with an agreeable mixture of 
pleaſantry. The Lord Jefus Chriſt was very pre- 
cious to his ſoul, in his wonderful perſon as God- 


man, and in his mediatoriat character and offices, 


in his love and grace, and the great falvation that 
is to be found in him : and this his faithful ſervant 


. readily embraced every opportunity of commending 


him to others both in püblic and private. 

I do not pretend to ſay that he was a perfect cha- 
racer; F know of but one ſuch in human fleſh, 
and that is our bleſſed Lord and Saviour himſelf; 
but in my opinion very few have exceeded him, 
and few have equalled him, in 2 and in zeal for 
God and holineſs, 3 785 


© Upon 
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- Upon the deceaſe of that valuable miniſter of 
Chriſt, the Rev. James Rooker, of Bridport,” Mr. 
Reader was choſen by the Congregational Fund in 
London to ſuceeed him, as Tutor of the Academy, 
in the Weſt of England; and in that ſtation he ac- 
quitted himſelf well, and was owned of God for” 
much uſefulneſs ; many, who were his pupils, now 
ſerving Chriſt and bis Churches with min 
reputation and ſucceſs. 

If I were to ſpeak of him in other relacions] 1 
muſt ſay he was truly amiable in them all. He 
was a dutiful ſon, an affectionate huſband, a loving 
brother, an obliging faithful friend, a good neigh- 
bour, and a liberal benefactor to the poor. With 
truth it may be ſaid, that as he had opportunity he 
was ready to do good to all men, eſpecially to them 
who are of the houſehold' of faith. 

I have been told it was his early prayer, and 
which he frequently repeated, that God would 
« fill his head with ſchemes for his glory, his heart 
«« with love, and his hands with work ;** and it. is 
evident that the Lord granted that which he re- 
1 „ 

Having ſpoken of his life, I am under a neceſſity 
| of taking ſome notice of his death, which indeed 
to us is painful, but to him was joyful, For ſome 
years he had laboured under great bodily infirmi- 
ties, which he boro with exemplary patience: I 
have authority to ſay, from his loving conſort, who 
attended him with great aſſiduity, that during all 
his illneſs, ſhe never heard him utter a murmuring 

word. On Lord's-day, the firſt of June, he was 
able 80 pronen twice, and in the evening was chear- 
ful, 


n 

ful, expreſſing his thankfulneſs to God for the 
ability he had given him to go through the ſervice 
of the day; but that night or early next morning 
be was ſeized with a very painful diforder, from 
il which medical aſſiſtance could give him no relief, 
1 and continued only till about eight o'clock the next: 
Wedneſday evening (the uſual prayer-time in his 
1 | family) when he ſweetly fell alleep In Jeſus, without 
1 an expiring groan. 
| Death was no terror to him: he had been long 
i waiting for it, and at laſt met it with joy, He had 
Wil  fuch a ſolid perſuaſion of his intereft in Chriſt, 


BF} ſuch a love to him, and lively hope of eternal life 
lf | through him, that he was glad to depart, that he 


might be with Chriſt, which he knew would be far 
better than being here. Some of his laſt words 
were, © Iam poorand needy, but the Lord thinketh 
* upon me.” 

Thus lived and died this faithful fervant of Jeſus 
Chriſt. 

I have given this account for the honour of God's 
grace beſtowed upon him ; and alſo with this view, 
that we may be excited to follow him, as he followed 
Chriſt. -- In his death there is a call, a loud call to 
you and me to conſider our latter end, to improve 

our time, and to be prepared for death, that we 
may meet it with ſafety and comfort whenever it 
mall come. The Lord ſpeaks to us, wh are em- 
ployed in miniſterial work, to exert ourſelves for 
improving the opportunities we have ſor the good 
of ſouls. Our dear brother ſet us a good example, 
he watched for ſouls as one that muſt give an ac- 
count, and was inſtant in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon, 
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reproving, rebuking, and exhorting, with all lang- 
ſuffering and doctrine. I have heard him ſay, 60 a. BY 
„us work for God, and do ſome good whilſt we | 

* may, for we ſhall ſoon be coffined up, — . 

« able to work.” O that the death of our brother 
may quicken us to more diligence in our Lord's ſer- 
vice; and whilſt we are looking after other people's 
vineyards, let us take care that we do not * 
dur own. 

Allow me now to addreſs a . 1 of een 
unto you of the church and congregation, who at- 
tended the miniſtry of my worthy brother. Your mi- 
niſter is dead and gone, he is gone to give up his ac- 
counts, which I doubt not he has done with joy to 
himſelf. But conſider, I beſeech you, that you will 
be called to an account ere long, as to what im- 
provement you have made of his miniſtry. He 

laboured to convince you of the evil and danger 
of ſin; but have you been convinced and brought 
to repentance? He laboured to win your ſouls to 
Chriſt; but have you been won? He laboured to 
perſuade you to mind religion in earneſt, and to 
live an holy life unto the glory of God; but have 
you liſtened to him in this important matter? I 
have my fears, and cannot help expreſſing them, 
that ſome of you have not profited by his miniſtry, 
but are ſtill under the power of ſin, and at enmity 
with the God that made you. He has often prayed 
for your ſal vation; but alas you have never yet 
prayed for yourſelves. He has frequently told you 
of the neceſſity of regeneration and converſion, and 
of an intereſt in the bleſled Saviour by faith in him, 
without which you can never ſee God's face with 
comfort ; 
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tomfort; but alas you have cared for none of chef 


things. Your attention has been taken up about 


your bodies and your temporal concerns, unto the 
neglect of the ſalvation of your precious ſouls. But 
do not you believe that you muſt die, and that after 
death comes judgment ; and that now 1s the time 
to ſeek after ſalvation, if ever you find it? What 
will you do in the end, if you continue thus care- 
leſs about your beſt, your immortal intereſt ? How 
ſhall you eſcape, if you neglect ſo great ſalvation ? 


Since you have not profited by the labours and life 


of this good miniſter, I wiſh you may profit by his 
death. Do not negle& Chriſt and your ſouls any 
longer, but ſeek after the pardon of your fins, 
through the merit of his blood, and the ſanctifying 
grace of his Holy Spirit, that you may be fitted 
for life and fitted for death. 

I have no doubt but ſome of you, I hope many 
of you, will be your miniſter's joy and crown of 
rejoicing in the preſence of the Lord Jeſus at his 
coming. He has been happily inſtrumental in the 
Lord's hand perhaps of your converſion, or of yout 
edification in the faith and holineſs of the Goſpel. 


He will ſpeak to you no more the word of God, 


but remember him and what he has ſpoken, and 
be faithful unto the death, and you will ſoon meet 
him in glory, and at the bright morning of the 
reſurrection you will ſee his face again. And O 
what a joyful meeting will this be! It is impoſſible 
to deſcribe or conceive the joy he will have, in 
ſeeing you the bleſſed ſeals of his miniſtry, and of 


preſenting you to the Lord as the children which 


he hath given him. And the ſame may be ſaid of | 
the 


5 


the | joy you will have in beholding him, the bleſſed 
inſtrument of your ſalvation, Then you will re- 
joice together in the falvation of God, and will 
never part more. 

J moſt ſincerely ſympathize with the mourning | 
widow, and hope a gracious God will ſupport her, 
and grant her the conſolations of his Goſpel under - 
this bereaving providence. Your loſs, my dear 
ſiſter, is very great, but ſeek to have this loſs 
made up in the Lord himſelf, in thoſe ſpiritual 
bleſſings and divine comforts which he has to 
beſtow. 

I have only to ſay to the members of this Chriſtian 
Society : Be concerned to have an able and faithful 
Miniſter to ſucceed Mr. Reader ; be much in prayer 
to God for this important bleſſing ; and I would 
recommend it, to have ſome ſpecial meetings for 


prayer upon this occaſion ; for if you obtain another * 


Paſtor by prayer, you will have him with a bleſſing. 

Cultivate brotherly love. Study the things which 
| make for peace, and wherewith you may edify one 
another. Live in peace, and the God of love and 
peace ſhall be with you. Amen, : 
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By S$4MUEL ROOKER. 


FEEL myſelf, my brethren, utterly unable to 
do juſtice to the character of our late venenible 
father and friend; but ſeeing he has been ſerving 
God in the work of the Chtiftiat Miniſtry for 
little ſhort of the ſpace of half a century, and 
with ſuch indefatigable ardour as ſcarcely to give” 
place to the zeal of an Apoſtle, I cannot fatisfy- 
myſelf with entirely paffing over in filence his en- 
dearing worth and numerous excellencies. Let me 

mention them; in the firſt place, 
His Arong and lively fuith.— This is the root of 
evety other grace: and the Chriſtian's holineſs and 
cotmfort will be always in proportion to the ſtrengthi 
arid exetciſe of his faith. It was the happirieſs of 
our deceaſed friend that he became poſſeſſed of this 
invaluable bleſſing at à very early period of life; 
and it was his ardent and Gonſtant endenvour, in 
. on divine affiſtancr, to culti vate this 
1. 1 heavenly, 
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D eniy principle, In conſequence, 'by the bleſſi ing 
of God, a grace which in'others often appears as a 

rain of muſtard- ſced, or a feeble {prub,, grew in 
him like a tall cedar of Lebanon, and I profeſs I 
never met with any perſon, who appeared to poſſeſs 
a more unſhaken confidence in the mercy anꝗ faith- 
fulnefs of God. While other Chriſtians are often 
complaining of the prevalence of unbelict-=ot their 
doubts and fears,-be ſeemed to enjoy a conitant 
ſenſe of the divine favour; and ac&uiow:c gen a 
izle before his death to a late w chy member of 
this church, « that he had not pag, a prevailing 
te doubt for more than forty years.” 

His fi ngular bumility.—Humility may almoſt be 
called the genius of the Goſpel. It is a diſpoſition 
which becomes us as creatures and ſinners, and is 
peculiarly pleaſing in the fight of the High and 
- Lofty One who inhabiteth eternity. It has been 
frequently obſerved, that the moſt holy. of the people 
of God, have always been the moſt humble. This 
admirable grace ſhone with a diſtinguiſhed luſtre 
in your late excellent Paſtor. What a ſenſe of his 


own unworthineſs, and what a holy awe of God 


did he ever manifeſt! How did he contemn the 
pride of human reaſon, which would arrogate to 
itſelf a power and right to ſit as judge on the 
ſublime and myſterious doctrines of the Goſpel ! 
And what a meck and lowly ſpirit did he always 
diſcover towards the meaneſt of his fellow-crea- 
tures! He was always acceſſible to the pooreſt of 
his flock, -and -would condeſcend to the loweſt 
offices to render a kingneſs to any one. It was his 
Irequens obſeryation, that Chriſtians ould, be. lions 
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in God's cauſe and lambs in their own » ans POR 5 
I believe, were ever known to be more conformable 
to this heavenly maxim than himſelf. _.. | 
His ſpiritual and heavenly temper of mind. — Though FN 
it be the expreſs command of God that we ſhould 
ſet our affections on things above, yet we have all 
reaſon to lament a deplorable fondneſs for the world 
and the things of the world. The greateſt part of 
mankind make it their only confidence and hope; 
and even the Chriſtian who has choſen the Lord 
for his portion, and whoſe treaſure is in heaven, 
through the prevalence of temptation and the re- 
mainder of indwelling ſin, often feelingly adopts - 
the language of that ancient Saint, My. ſoul - 
« cleaveth to the duſt.” But our late valuable 
friend had a moſt happy advantage in this reſpect 
over the generality of his Fellow-Chriſtians. He 
treated the world, whether ſmiling or frowning, - 
with a holy indifference, and his affections were 
« ſet on things above, in a far greater degree, than 
it is the common lot of the people of God to ex- 
perience. Heavenly-mindedneſs was a moſt diſ- 
tinguiſhed trait in his Chriſtian character. Fre- 
quently when in his company, I have thought that 
his heart ſeemed, like David's harp, of - folemn 
ſound, always in tune for the glory of God. In 
religious converſation. he was in his element. In 
this he had a talent uncommonly happy, indeed 
almoſt peculiar to himſelf. He gladly embraced 
every opportunity of introducing. it, which he did 
in ſuch an eaſy and natural manner, as could 
{carcely diſguſt the  bittereſt enemy to religion,. 
a he copverſed with ſuch a chearfulneſs and 
heavenly 
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heavenly ſweetneſs, that profit and e were 
moſt happily blended. When ſuch themes were 
introduced as the excellencies of the Saviour the 
full and complete righteouſneſs which he has 
wrought out for helpleſs finners—his ſuitableneſs 
to our circumſtances—his ability to ſave to the 
uttermoſt—and the amazing compaſſion of his 
Heart, his countenance brightened, his eye ſparkled 
with pleaſure, and we ſaw him almoſt on the * 
of heaven. 
: Oterling integrity. an did this ſervant of 
God diſlike more than hypocriſy and deceit in re- 
ligion. He has often adviſed his pupils to carry 
their hearts in their hands through life, whether 
-they might procure the approbation or cenſure of 
the world. He zealouſly profeſſed and maintained 
thoſe religious principles which he had adopted, 
ſtom the deepeſt conviction of their trutk and im- 
portance. He deſpiſed that temporizing ſpirit, 
which will lead a man to publiſh or conceal his 
ſentiments, as may be moſt convenient to his vie us 
and intereſt. To all the world he avowed his at- 
tachment to the cauſe of the Redeemer. In an age 
in which there is ſo much deceit and concealment, 
ſuch an honeſt, open, undiſguiſed character is highly 
reſpectable. 

An ardent zeal to advance the Redeemer 4 interaf 
in the world. Nothing is ſo important as the pro- 
motion of the ſacred cauſe of religion. Our vene- 
rable friend felt much of the power of it on his 

own heart, and taſted much of its ſweetneſs. He 
was deeply ſenſible of the unſpeakable value of 
immortal ſouls, and was determined to ſpend and 

| | be 


, e 
be ſpent in promoting their ſalvation, Nis zeah 
was indefatigable. He never thought he could do 
enough. His head and heart and hands and purſe 
and pen were always yigorouſly employed in this 


noble work of advancing the Redeemer's kingdom. 


He gladly took on himſelf the care of many 
churches, who looked up to him as their father, 
and ever found him anxious to provide for them 
Paſtors after God's own | heart, When he ſaw any 
religious ſentiments which he conſidered as con- 
trary to the Goſpel, creeping into any ſocieties 
with which he was connected, like the parent-bird 
he took the alarm, and with equal anxiety and 
courage, exerted himſelf for the protection of his 
charge. Indeed it may be ſaid ** the zeal of God's 
* houſe hath eaten him up.“ 
 Finally=—=/{is great delight in God through life, and 

| divine ſupports in the near views of death Our 
much reſpected friend, on the beſt of grounds; and 
with an humble and firm confidence, could ſay, 
% Thou art my portion, O Lord; and ſuch con- 
ſolation did he derive from the approbation and 
preſence of God, that I have thought that his ex- 
ample alone has been ſufficient to convince us, that 
religion is the only way to prefent happineſs, as 
well as to everlaſting glory. He was indulged with 
a holy nearneſs to the fountain of happineſs, and 
as a natural conſequence, we always ſaw him poſ- 
ſeſſing a divine calmneſs and chearfulneſs of mind. 
In the frequent apparently near approaches of death, 
while many of the people of God are diſtreſſed with 
yon and fears, he looked upon his 3 

of 
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cloſe of his life, this eminent Chriſtian was fre- 


quently ſhaken over the grave. I will take the 


liberty to mention a few ſentences which in the 
near views of eternity dropt from his lips, as honey 
from the comb. In a dangerous illneſs, when moſt 


alarming apprehenſions were entertained, he told 


me that he was fully reſigned to the whole will of 
God concerning him. If God (ſaid he) was to 
* give me my choice either to be ſick or well, to 
„ tive or die, I would refer it back, to him again. 
« If he has any more work for me to do, he will 
* raiſe me up again, if not, he will take me to 
« himſelf.” _ Shortly after, *All is well: that God 
&« does. Infirke wiſdom knows what is beſt for 


* me. God loves me better than J love myſelf. 


And added with great emphaſis, -and ſcarcely with- 
out tears of joy, He is a tender Father. This 
« affliction is defigned in mercy: | I know Tit will 
* do me good.” At another time, © I have this 
* week advanced two ſteps nearer heaven.” : Shortly 
after, * The plan of ſalvation is exactly ſuited to 
* my needs—it is juſt what I want=-I would not 
#* have one thing taken out of it. The Goſpel is 


« the very thing poor ſinners need!” A littleafter, 


with conſiderable earneſtneſs, I do not truſt in 
© myſelf, God knows that Ang gt da truſt in 
£6 Chriſt alone. tir nds 


„His worth if all & nations kn. ,,,, 
« Sure the whole earth would love him too.“ 

Under ſevere pains of body, not a word of mur- 
muring was heard. He ſpoke much of his unwor- 
thinefs, and the numerous mercies' eee 
At ſuch ſeaſons his language has often been, '** 
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« js of the Lord's mercies that I am not conſumed. 
« This is infinitely better than my deſerts—it is 
* not hell.” Not long before his death, he re- 
peated his entire certainty of the ſafety of his ſtate 

— that if he died God would aſſuredly take him to 
heaven; and added, © I know whom I have be- 
* lieved, and I am perſuaded he is able to keep 
* that which I have committed to him againſt that 
« day. A guilty, weak, and helpleſs worm,” that 
« is my character; if Chriſt had been a man only, I 
« ſhould have been wretched indeed; but (adds he) 
te the adorable Jeſus is infinitely mighty, and if a 
t poor feeble creature is taken care of by ſuch a 
one, he has no reaſon to fear.” His laſt illneſs 
was ſo ſhort, and he endured ſuch agonizing pain, 
that he ſaid but little. To ſome one who ſtood 
near him expreſſing ſorrow for the anguiſh he felt, 
he replied, © I am not ſorry, for it is fitting me 
*« for heaven.” His very laſt words, as he was 
walking through the valley of the ſhadow of death 
were, I am poor and needy, yet the Lord thinketh 
„upon me.” And ſoon after, with a ſmile of in- 
expreſſible pleaſure, without a groan or ſtruggle, 
he left his worn-out body, to enter into the joy of 
his Lord.—** My father, my father, the chariots of 
* Iſrael and the horſemen thereof.“ 

The beſt improvement we can make of. this ſub- 
ject, is for each of us to apply to the ſame fountain 
for grace and falvation. As our venerable friend 
ſo much outſtripped the generality of Chriſtians in 
his advances in religion, ſame perhaps may be diſ- 
couraged. But remember, there is the ſame God 
for you—the ſame throne of grace to apply to— 
G the 
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in 


plentifully ſhower down the influence of his irie 
and grace. 
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the ſame promiſes to encourage. you. Let us chen. . ; 
ſtir up our ſluggiſh ſouls,—let us be active in the,” ! 
concerns of ſalvation, whatever elſe we may negle,, | 
and let us often cry mightily to God that he would 


It is undoubtedly an awful an myſterious 33 : 
dence. Though it is his unſpeakable gain the loſs, 1 
is extenſive. The bereaved widow mourns=the, ,} 
ſchool of the prophets mourns— the church and, 
congregation mourn, as well as many, many others, 
in different parts of the kingdom, eſpecially in the. 
weſt.— But let us not be inconſolable, the great. 
Head of the church till lives the fountain of 
divine grace (from whence he drank ſuch large 


draughts) ſtill flows as plenteouſly as ever. Let. 


us be anxiouſly concerned to be followers of « our | 
departed friend, as far as he followed Chriſt. And. 


as the time will ſpeedily come when we ourſelyes, | 


muſt alſo die, when the lamp of life will ceaſe. to 
burn, and we muſt enter on endleſs joy or woe, ler 
us earneſtly and immediately ſeek the favour of | 
God—the pardon of our ſins, and a. meetneſs to | 
that world, where all is pure and holy, where 9 | 
ſhall wipe away all tears from the eye—where, the 
voice of lamentation and bitter mourning ſhall be 
heard no more at all, and where the glorious inha- 
bitants ſhall be for ever r linging the Song of Moſes 3 | 


and the Lamb. 725 W 


